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/  1." ,  r  vt t t  rs a hrstor i . i l  TV drama Ray Winstone pla-vs Henry like a
London gangst€r, an angry man who
becomes a cold, calculating killer.
Nevertheless, he can also be a caring
husband and an affectionate lover.
Asumps Serna is excellent as Qseen
Catherine who is loyal in sqite of
Henry's treatment of her. Helena
Borham Carrer plays the brave buI
devious Anne Boleyn very wel1.
Among the all-star supporting cast,
there are some outstanding
performances although some of
the dialogues sound unnatural.

'Ihe filming is imaginative with good
action scenes, fs!-st4glglq whcn Henry
figlts in a tournament. Eq!c!€!, some

, :.'i".- -

of the scenes are violent and the
is definitely not for children. The
costumes are beautiful gnd the film is
shot in some spectacular locations,
such as Arundel castle.

To sum up, this episode shons horv
history can be more exciting than any
nodern gangster {ilrn ot;;pap opera.
Don't miss thesecond episode next
Sundavl

:n t$o parts prodDced by Cranada
Iclevision. It is set in England during
rhr sixteerth century. The exciting
srory is based on historical {act -
Henry VIII had six wives, erecuted
nyo of them, ard broke with the
Catholic Church in order to get a
drorce from his first wife, Catherine

In the first episode, shown on TV
lasr Sunday nigh., F.Ienry meets and
falls in love with his second wife,

-\nie Boleyn. AJter Anne's failure to
give him a son, Henry turns against
her and she is executed despite being
rnnocent ot ary cflme.

Wril ing
Before you slort

1 Look at the photo. Do you know anything about
Henry VIII of Engtand? what kind of person do you
think he $/as? Read the review and find out more.

2 Look at the undertined tinking words in the
text. Which of them are used to contnst ideas?

A Review

l,ttrite a review of a film or w drama series. Fottow
the stages below. See Writing Hetp 4 on page 141.

Stage 1
Choose something to watch on W (e.9. a fitm, an
episode of a series or soap opera). White you are
watching, take notes in Engti5h about these:
. background to th€ story; where and when it is set
. rnain events in the ptot
. actors and the characters they ptay
. Location, scenes and costumes

After you have watched:
. write a brief personal commert about i t  and think

about who you woutd recornrnend to watch it .

Stage 2
use your notes to write a rcview in five paragraphs.
use Linking words.

Stage 3
Check your review.

Talkback
work in groups. Read each othe/s reviews. Discus5
the programmes.

Example I slw that programme, too, but I didn't like
:t becouse ,..

a2

H5renrng
A fV Dehare

Listen to a television debate.

O 1 Listen to a W debate and comptete the
sentenaes with the correct option (a, b or c),

1 The woman thinks that .. .
a young peopte are addicted to TV.
b TV stops peopte reading.
a people don't go out enough.

2 The rnan thinks that...
a TV is educationat.
b TV causes many probLems.
c Tv is complete rubbjsh.

3 The woman thinks that .. .
a most programme5 are educationat.
b there is too much viotence on the news,
c some young peop[e.opy TV v'olenc..

4 The man thinks that...
a peopte copy violence they read about if

rne papers.
b newspapers shouldn't pay criminats.
c rewspapers maxe roo mucn money,

5 The woman is in favour of.. .
a more sport.
b treatment for Internet addicts.
c controL of the media by the government.

2 Which guest interrupts the other rudety - the
man or the woman? Do you rem€mber how he/she
int€rrupts? What words or phrases did he/she use?



2 List of good points
Give a t is t  of  th ings that you thjnk are good about the ptace.
lhpp ata .et .  o l t1. ;n9.  taul<t .  

^1lJ i .d 
1t t  o, t : \a

3 A Report  (poge 4l)
Layout

Heading
To: From: Datel
subject:

1 General Desaription
IntrodLrce the repot with your aim ard a geielat descripiion

Rew ey is 0 sna town in the ean aJ England. rhe ain of

4 A Review ol  s l i lm or TV dromo
Layout

l lntroduction
Give basjc jnformation about the fitm or programme. 5a\
where and when i t  js set and gjve some backgrourd.
Ihis episode af the histuncaL drama 'CLifton Heishts' t'tos
on fiday night at 7 pn on Channel FouL It is set in EnsbL
in the t9th century ond is about the peopb wha ltve n o

2 The ptot
Briefty mention some of the maif events don't go into

In this episade, Poty's daughtet t:harlatte gets last when
they ate aut shopping in the tafi centte. LuckiLy, Sebastian
is therc ta sove the doy and takes het bock.

3 The actors. cha6cter5 and diatogue
Evatuate the perlormarce of the mair characters. Commeni
oi the scr ipt  and diatogue j fyou wish.
Genno HaNey (PoLLy) is conincing as the absent-nindetl
hausewife with a secrct fantdsy ljfe as on dctess. However,
the petfarnance of Robeft laaftjn (Sebastion), the lacaL palice
aJficer ls not sa 1aod.

4 Location. 5cene5, (ostume5
EvaLrate the fitming, focdtions, costunres. l4ention one
specific scene if you wj5h.
Ihe o1d Locat;ans are very rcal;st;c, and the castunes are

5 Conctusion
Finish with a br ief  comment and make a lecommendation.
Ia tun up, thit episode ||os anothet exanple of a histancal
drana A,ith fantastic lacations and costunes but a rather
duLl pLot. I cenainL! wouLd not rccannenl1 yau to trotch tt.

Useful Vocabulary
plotz locatians exciting/gnpping; predictable/bonng; tao nuch
action/sex,/violen(e; not enaugh dialogue/adion
diatogues, re o Li sti c/Ju n ny ; un n atu ruVtedia us/ d u Ll
actin$ a strong/outstanding/convincing performance
a wea ty' u n i n spned/ u n co n vi nci n s p erforn a nce
Jitrjn$ i n agi n ati ve/ u ni m ag i n ative
.ostut es| b eou tifu I/ reoli sti c/ u n rea Li sti c
lo.ationst s pectacula r/ u n spectocu Lat/ bea utiJu L

Linking
To contrast ideas:
ALthaugh the octing wos good, the fiLning was paot
fhe acting wds goad. HoweveL the filning was paat
The acting was goad. Neveftheless. the filning a,as paor.
The fiLn was gaotl in srite af the paot JiLning.
Despitc the poar filning, the Jiln was gaod

Checking
tayout:  L1a\.  yoJ'oLlor"d rhF layo, abo.")  qd ,0.  e.  er
got ctear palagraphs?
Vocabutaryr Look at ihe adjectives you have used. Can you
be more descipt ive? Use the UsefutVocabutary and t l re f4i ' r i -
dictionary to hetp you.
i,listakes: Check thro!qh your review for mislakes .f srammar
and spett jng.

b In adtlitian, therc is ...

3 List of bad points
Giv€ a tisi of yoLr criticisnrs of the plac€.
An the othet hand, bunsts night Jind sone things

a rhere are not enough ...
b Another thing is the ...

4 Conctusion
Finish the report with a bnef summary of the majn pojnts
and make suggest ions.

t  he Lou". 'L t  eed to do soqer \ , rg to . . . ,  te)  j t  or ld . . .

Useful Vocabulary
Positive adjectlves: cfieop, cLean, easy, exceLLent, free,
Jreq ue n t, p u n ctua L, safe
Neg.tive adjectivet: donrged. do 'leto.,. d 1) e.D". \".
i nefiicient, poLLuted, u nsafe
Nounsi occident, nuseun, aLd buiLdings, pedestnans,
potlut:an p tbL. ,'on por. .\opping - 

, p. afft;atu

Linking
ro list ideas:
Ihe old builtlings arc difty stuidanaged.
Ihe old buildings arc difty. Sone of then are danaged, toe.
The old buildings arc dirty. Sone ofthen are dbe danoged.
The oLd buiLdings are dity. In adtlitian. sane aJthen ote

Ihe oLd buildinss sufier fron dit ptus danase.

Ihe buses are cheap bLt not very ftequent.

^ l tho"l l t  Lhe bu,e, o e , | -eaa rhe) ote ro .p\  f i "a, .r t -
Ihe buses are cheap. HoweveL they are not very JrcqLent.
An the one hand. the buses orc cheap. An the athet hand.
they arc nat very JrcquenL

Checking
Layout Nave you fotLowed the tayout above? Has your repori
got ctear paragraphsl
Linking: Have yo! used the tinking \aords in the tist above?
Spetling: Use the llini-dictionary to check spetting of words
you are not sure about.


